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February 2, 2007 
 
California Ocean Protection Council  
Mike Chrisman, Chair and Members 
California Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814  
Fax: (916) 653-8102  
COPCpublic@resources.ca.gov
 

Re: February 8, 2007 Marine Debris Resolution  
 
Dear Chair Chrisman and members of the Council: 
 
Plastic trash in our ocean and on our beaches is devastating to ocean wildlife, unhealthy for 
families that use California’s beaches and undermines our coastal tourism economy. As 
statewide representatives of nonprofit organizations, with over a million members 
collectively, we support your leadership and the actions identified in your Ocean 
Protection Council (OPC) February 2007 Marine Debris Resolution. Although this 
resolution is a significant step in the right direction, we urge your Council to take stronger, 
yet practical actions to set specific and measurable goals, and a timeline to reduce marine 
debris. Specifically, we ask the OPC to amend your Resolution for action to: 

• Set marine debris reduction goals and a timeline for achievement of these goals. 
Specifically, the Resolution should call for setting target reductions in the amount 
of plastic fast-food packaging and single-use plastic food packaging, as these are 
major components of marine debris. The Resolution should also set target 
reductions in the amount of derelict fishing gear present off the California coast.  

• Call for a phased ban of expanded polystyrene (e.g. Styrofoam), a toxic type of 
plastic, and a major component of marine debris.  The Cities of Santa Monica, 
Ventura, Malibu, Berkeley, San Clemente, and others have already implemented 
some type of expanded polystyrene ban.  

• Call for regulations to control the release of pre-production plastic resin pellets into 
the natural environment during their production and distribution. 

• Call for a reduction of toxic additives (including phthalates, Bisphenol A, and 
styrene) found in disposable plastic items that are commonly found in marine 
debris, including single-use plastic food packaging, fast-food packaging, and pre-
production plastic resin pellets. 

We urge the OPC to continue to provide strong policy leadership and improve coordination 
among state agencies to make California the national leader on reducing marine debris.   
The ultimate success of an inter-agency commitment to reduce marine debris depends upon  
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your Council setting clear, measurable goals for reduction of trash on our beaches and in 
our oceans.   
 
Our beaches and ocean are a public trust and a legacy, belonging to all Californians.  The 
Ocean Protection Council can provide national leadership to restore the health of this 
legacy.  
 
Signed, 
 
 
Mark Gold, D.Env     Warner Chabot    
Executive Director     Vice President for Regional Operations 
Heal the Bay      The Ocean Conservancy  
 
Linda Sheehan      David Beckman  
Executive Director     Senior Attorney 
California Coastkeeper Alliance   NRDC 
 
Bruce Reznik      Dana DuBose 
Executive Director     Director, Southern California 
San Diego Coastkeeper    OCEANA 
 
Tracy J. Egoscue     Jim Metropulos 
Executive Director     Legislative Representative 
Santa Monica Baykeeper    Sierra Club California 
 
Pat Smith      Craig Shuman, D. Env. 
Executive Director     Director 
Earth Share of California    Reef Check California Program 
 
Michelle C. Kremer, Esq.    Mark Murray 
Chief Operating Officer    Executive Director 
Surfrider Foundation     Californian’s Against Waste 
 
Amy Chastain      Ann M. Muscat, Ph.D. 
Staff Attorney      President and CEO 
Baykeeper, San Francisco Bay and Delta Chapters Catalina Island Conservancy 
 
Michael Klubock     Dexter Kelly 
Executive Director     President 
Malibu Foundation for Environmental Education Los Angeles Audubon Society 
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Charlie Saylan      Stephanie Barger 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
Ocean Conservation Society    Earth Resource Foundation 
 
Peter Wallerstein     Suzanne M. Hebert     
President      Youth Programs Manager 
Whale Rescue Team     Seymour Marine Discovery Center      
       Long Marine Laboratory 
Mati Waiya 
Executive Director     Jeanette Vosburg 
Wishtoyo / Ventura Coastkeeper   Ballona Network and Grassroots Coalition 
 
Ron Bottorff      Melanie Winter    
Chair       Director   
Friends of the Santa Clara River   The River Project 
 
Amanda Goeke     Elisabeth M. Brown, Ph.D 
Managing Director     President 
Ballona Wetlands Land Trust    Laguna Greenbelt, Inc. 
 
Noelle Morris      Kim Delfino 
Executive Director     California Program Director 
San Diego Oceans Foundation   Defenders of Wildlife 
 
Jane Bradford      Susy Holyhead 
President      Business Greening Program Director 
La Jolla Friends of the Seals    Sustainable Works 
 
Sonia Nicholson     Elisabeth M. Brown, Ph.D 
Architect      President 
North East Trees     Laguna Greenbelt, Inc. 
 
Barbara Dye      Alison Suffet Diaz 
Executive Director     Founder 
Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy   Environmental Charter High School 
 
Raymond M. Halowski     Irma Munoz 
Chair        Mujeres De La Tierra (Women of the Earth) 
Newport Beach Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation  
 
cc: Drew Bohan 
Executive Policy Officer 
drew.bohan@resources.ca.gov
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